
 

Reminiscence Materials: 

MITCHAM FAIR and the FAIRGROUND 
 

We have put the following images together to trigger your  

memories of time spent at the fairground.  
 

The pictures can be used, together with our fairground films,  

memories and online displays, to start conversations  

with friends, family and carers. 
 

We have also included some questions to start your discussions. 

Happy reminiscing! 



   

  Fair & Fairgrounds 

  How did you know that the fair was coming to your area?   

  How did you get to the fair - walk / drive / public transport / cycle? 

  What sort of opening ceremony was held? 

  What was the first fair you went to and can you describe it? 

  Who did you go to fairs with - family / friends / your sweetheart? 

  What was your favourite fairground ride and why? 

  How much did it cost to go on the rides at the fair? 

  Can you remember the souvenir stalls? What did they sell? 

  What sort of food did you eat at the fair? 

  What sort of sideshows were at the fair? 

  Describe some of the fairground challenges—Test Your Strength machine/ 

  Boxing booth / Rifle range / Hook a duck…. What sort of prizes could you win? 

  What was the fairground like at night? 

  Describe the sounds you would hear at the fair? 

  How do you think the modern fairground differs from that of your youth? 



 

The Mayor of Merton, Councillor Malcolm Searle opens Mitcham Fair, August 1994. 



 

 

Scenes from Mitcham Fair 1995 



 

 

Trailer homes and fairground rides pictured on Three Kings Piece, 1995 



 

The Super Bob rollercoaster ride, Mitcham Fair, 1995 



 

The Space Walk - a modern twist on a traditional fairground ride, Mitcham 1995 



 

 

Traditional fairground sweet treats are still as popular as ever. 

Mitcham Fair 1995 



 

 A scene from Mitcham Fair , Upper Green, Mitcham, c.1912 



 

Showmen’s wagons surround the clocktower on the Upper Green, Mitcham, c. 1880 



 

This slightly fuzzy image shows an early fairground stage show, c.1906 



 

A Coconut shy at Mitcham 

Fair, c.1906. 

The showmen had a traditional 

cry to attract customers.  

This was known as the  

“Mitcham Whisper.” 



 

 

The Penny stalls at Mitcham Fair, c.1906 



 

Wild West rodeo switchback at Mitcham Fair, 1930s 



 

Sequah the Medicine Man - a popular attraction at Mitcham Fair during 

the early twentieth century. 



 

 

Youngsters pictured at a coconut shy at Mitcham Fair, c.1920 



 

 

Enjoying some candy floss at Mitcham Fair, 1930s 



 

 

Boiling, stretching and rolling the  

traditional sugar and butter mix to 

make rock or “humbug.” 

 

The same process would have been 

used to make Mitcham Rock at the 

annual fair. 



 

Sneaking a quick look at the Mitcham fairground, Upper Green, c.1920 


